
[bookmark: _GoBack]Liesel Reinhart:	00:04	Welcome to the Magic Mountie podcast. This is a podcast that's dedicated to helping faculty and other college employees, as they try and navigate the challenging fabric of serving students, especially at Mt. San Antonio College, but everyone's welcome.
Liesel Reinhart:	00:23	Hey. It's Liesel Reinhart, your co-producer and co-host of this podcast. For our life professional development activities, one of our most highly rated things we can do is bringing in students, faculty and everyone really at the college, love to hear from students. So that's what we're going to do tonight. Courtesy of some students in my evening public speaking class who have a lot to share with us, about what it's like to try and succeed academically, while also leading pretty complicated lives. Hope you enjoy the episode. 
Liesel Reinhart:	01:00	So tonight, I asked a group of students to volunteer if they were interested in staying at the end of class, to talk to us a little bit about what it's like to be a student in night classes at Mt. SAC. One of the things I've noticed about this night class is that this group really exemplifies the busyness that a lot of our students have.
Liesel Reinhart:	01:22	 I would just like to know, first of all, how many of you work. Can you raise your hand, if you work?
Speaker 2:	01:22	Yes.
Liesel Reinhart:	01:28	All right. So the majority of people here work. At least two of the three of you who didn't raise your hand are looking for work, I know, because we talked about job interviewing in this class, so we've both been interviewing for jobs. And you're interviewing also?
Kenny:	01:43	Oh yeah.
Liesel Reinhart:	01:44	So what are some of the places where you work?
Matt:	01:46	I work at St. Jude. I work Monday through Friday full time.
Liesel Reinhart:	01:50	What's your first name?
Matt:	01:51	Matt.
Liesel Reinhart:	01:52	And you work full time. What do you do there?
Matt:	01:55	I work in their back office. I handle referrals for patients, anything they come in for, for prescription refills, for ... You name it. Any complaint they have or any reason they want to talk to their doctor, or they need a letter for something, we handle.
Liesel Reinhart:	02:14	So what time did you get up this morning? And, how many hours did you work before you came to my three-and-a-half-hour class tonight?
Matt:	02:20	I start at 7:30. Then I end at 5:00 every Monday through Friday. So, I usually will wake up like at 5:00 just because it's about, like a ... It could be about an hour drive. It just was traffic really, so I'm usually up at 5:00 getting breakfast ready, so I could eat it in the car because of traffic.
Liesel Reinhart:	02:44	How many units are you taking right now?
Matt:	02:47	Six. So, two classes. One of them was a week, so it was a little hectic just because of work, and it's such a short class.
Liesel Reinhart:	02:56	How many semesters is it going to take you to reach your goal?
Matt:	03:02	It depends on me. I take two classes. I've done three. Three just felt like a lot, working full-time. I think you could maybe do it. I have no kids, so I probably could spend more time on that. But with three, I feel like, for me at least, I'm stuck with school and work and it's just a lot going on. I mean, school, you want it to come first, but if you need your paycheck, you have to continue working.
Liesel Reinhart:	03:31	Is there anybody here who has a story that you can sort of relate to the time commitment that Matthew's doing? Yeah, so tell me what you do and tell us your name.
Brianna:	03:41	My name is Brianna. I have two jobs. In the morning, I wake up at 6:45, and I have to be in Colton by 8:00.
Liesel Reinhart:	03:51	Where is Colton?
Brianna:	03:52	It is a little past Rancho Cucamonga. I know you just keep taking the freeway on. It's pretty far. I'm a morning receptionist from 8:00 to 12:00 at a medical assisting and a phlebotomy office. I mostly just answer phone calls. Then after that, from 1:00 to 5:30, I'm a nanny for two little girls.
Liesel Reinhart:	04:20	Then you get over here for the start of class at 6:00?
Brianna:	04:24	From Ontario, yeah.
Liesel Reinhart:	04:25	Wow, and you turn around, and how many classes are you taking?
Brianna:	04:28	I'm taking three classes right now.
Liesel Reinhart:	04:30	How many nights? 
Brianna:	04:32	Two night classes. One's a hybrid and then this class, and then a math class, which ends at 6:35 on my earliest day I get out, which is Wednesdays. 
Liesel Reinhart:	04:46	How do you find time to study, do homework and those kind of things? Where do you fit it in? 
Brianna:	04:50	Late at night or early in the morning or in between work.
Liesel Reinhart:	04:54	And what kind of transportation issues do you have? I mean, it seems like you're putting a lot of miles on your car. Is it like a newer car? How are you getting around?
Brianna:	05:03	All the time. I only drive three days out of the week. The other two days, I just can't do it, I take an uber, and it's expensive, especially to Colton. 
Liesel Reinhart:	05:12	So you're Ubering to get around. 
Brianna:	05:14	Mm-hmm (affirmative).
Liesel Reinhart:	05:14	Why? 
Brianna:	05:15	I find on Tuesdays and Thursdays, it's easiest for me, because those are my longest days, and it's just too much on me to drive everywhere and then get time in between the Uber ride to do homework. 
Liesel Reinhart:	05:27	How much do you spend on Uber every week?
Brianna:	05:29	To Colton, it's about ... It could be anywhere from 60 to 80 depending on traffic.
Liesel Reinhart:	05:37	Dollars?
Brianna:	05:37	Yeah.
Liesel Reinhart:	05:38	But how much money are you making as a receptionist for a $60 to $80 trip?
Brianna:	05:43	About 10, minimum wage, actually, yeah.
Liesel Reinhart:	05:47	Oh wow.
Brianna:	05:49	Yeah, but it's a family thing, so I help out.
Liesel Reinhart:	05:52	Wow, wow.
Liz:	05:53	Monday-
Liesel Reinhart:	05:53	This is Liz.
Liz:	05:54	... at 3:00 AM, I get up, I do my homework for this class and my English class most days. I work full time. I have a 14-year-old son who's autistic. I have a three-year-old nephew who's autistic and a five-year-old niece who has down syndrome that I take care of, and my 80-year-old mother. So my days are pretty full.
Liesel Reinhart:	06:16	And then for your job, you also take care of people?
Liz:	06:18	Yeah. I work in senior living.
Liesel Reinhart:	06:21	So how does academics fit into your priorities? Be real.
Liz:	06:25	They're kind of just squeaking in there right now. When I started, I didn't think I was going to have so much more on my plate. Then here came my niece and my nephew on my lap and my mom. Her health declines, so I got her in there, so it's been a busy year.
Liesel Reinhart:	06:46	Tell us your name.
Annie:	06:47	Annie. Well I actually am a student at Cal State San Marcos. Housing over there is really expensive, and so, I commute to school when I'm there. But I take semester breaks because it's just so much.
Liesel Reinhart:	07:02	So you are a full-time student at Cal State San Marcos normally?
Annie:	07:08	Well I was in the last semester.
Liesel Reinhart:	07:10	And so, you were commuting from your home in what city?
Annie:	07:13	From Corona, Eastvale.
Liesel Reinhart:	07:14	From Corona to San Diego?
Annie:	07:17	Yeah.
Liesel Reinhart:	07:17	To go to college?
Annie:	07:17	Yeah.
Liesel Reinhart:	07:19	But why didn't you move down there and go to school down there?
Annie:	07:22	It was just really hard to find the housing because I didn't want to dorm and take out seriously expensive loans. I think that's kind of ludicrous. So I didn't want to take out loans, and I'm actually writing a speech about that.
Liesel Reinhart:	07:35	So, let me ask a couple of you who haven't talked yet. Richard, why did you choose a night class? Why do you need this class at night for? Or do you?
Richard:	07:44	Well yeah. The only thing if that would fit with my schedule is at night class, because during the day I work for US Foods doing sales. And yeah, my day starts off, I wake up at 6:00. I get ready. I get my kids ready. Then I take my son to school. Then I go off to see my first account. So yeah, it's really nonstop for me on my school days. I wake up at 6:00 and then by the time I get home and I'm done with my day, with school and work, I get home, like, about 10:00 and then that's it.
Liesel Reinhart:	08:18	I gave some of the class the opportunity to go home early tonight. But I said, "I'd like you to volunteer and stick around if you could." So you've got a lot going on. What did you think ... Why did you want to stick around? What do you think that people need to know about your life and experiences?
Richard:	08:34	I think students with so much on the plate should have a little bit more lenience when it comes to late work, because any type of disruption to that really tight routine can throw you off completely, and you could just miss an assignment, like unintentionally.
Liesel Reinhart:	08:51	We lost ... I won't name her, but we lost at least one person in our class because of child care. I know that one of the challenges that students can sometimes face is we don't have night child care here. So when her mother got ill, she had to ... She lost not only her caregiver for her kids that allowed her to come to class, but she also had to take care of her mother and that made it just nearly impossible for her to continue on. 
Speaker 9:	09:18	I attempted, when my daughter was three, but it just didn't work out. It's hard. It's hard when you have little ones. So now my kids are older. They're in their early 20s, and it's time to go back again.
Liesel Reinhart:	09:33	How is it being back? What are some of the challenges you're facing?
Speaker 9:	09:37	Well I'm an older student. I'll be 53 this summer. Actually, I love it. If I could be a full-time student, I would, but I don't think my husband would go for it now. We have a mortgage to pay. But yeah, I love it. I do work during the day, so I have to take night classes, which makes it a little hard to get homework done and assignments. That's what Sundays are for me. I spend all day Sunday doing homework.
Liesel Reinhart:	10:03	Well I want to talk to Cameron and Kenny. We haven't talked to them. Then I have a couple of other questions I want to just throw out there to the whole field. Kenny, why are you in a night class?
Kenny:	10:12	Well it's not so sort of like a problematic reason. It just fits schedule, you know?
Liesel Reinhart:	10:17	Cameron, you have come back to school recently?
Cameron:	10:21	Yes.
Liesel Reinhart:	10:22	From?
Cameron:	10:23	Oh I was once in the US Navy, so I'm using my GI Bill benefits to go to school.
Liesel Reinhart:	10:31	So we have been following your job story, as you had an interview, and you're looking for maybe a permanent job. What would have happened if they had halfway through the semester said, "Okay. Start." Would you have been able to finish or would you have just hopped out?"
Cameron:	10:46	Yeah, I would have had to, if I wanted to take the job, which I would have, I would have had to just leave school and start working. So I wouldn't have been able to finish the semester. No way.
Liesel Reinhart:	10:57	Okay, so now, we've talked to everybody a little bit. I wanted us put it out there. What would you like the Mt. SAC faculty to know about what they could do better to make this a more effective experience for you?
Brianna:	11:11	Honestly, this semester, all of my teachers are fantastic. 
Liesel Reinhart:	11:15	Thank you.
Brianna:	11:16	You're welcome. But especially with ... I'm very late all the time. This semester, I'm late, but most of my teachers are, all of them actually, this semester, are very lenient. But last semester, I got the look of shame and point reductions every time I walked in late. It's just a little mortifying. I mean, yeah, they say to tell them if you have problems, but for me, it was just very mortifying to bring that up about myself and be like, "I'm so sorry. I can't organize my time and make it."
Liesel Reinhart:	11:54	Do you think sometimes faculty take it personally? They assume you just don't care or that you're off playing video games or something?
Everyone:	12:02	Yeah.
Liesel Reinhart:	12:03	So what is the best thing for them to do? I mean, should they just drop the standards and attendance policies altogether? I mean, what do you think?
Speaker 9:	12:09	No. Just maybe be a little bit more lenient and knowing that students that come to night classes are most likely working during the day or have families to take care of. And yes, sometimes, you're going to run late or just be a little bit more lenient.
Liesel Reinhart:	12:23	Can you tell me a little bit about ... I know how ... You do get tired, and I can tell sometimes your energy is low. What are the things that teachers do in the class that keeps you alert and engaged during class? So talk to me about that.
Brianna:	12:38	Just today, in this class, we did a performance review, where it almost felt like a game, with where we had two teams, and that made me really want to be part of the class. And stuff like that, games and ... I hate to say it. I know we're all adults, but everybody likes to play.
Liesel Reinhart:	12:59	Do you like doing things that are active? I know sometimes teachers think, "Oh my students are tired. I don't want to make them move around." 
Everyone:	13:05	Keeps you awake.
Speaker 9:	13:06	That gives you the energy to stay awake during the class.
Liesel Reinhart:	13:10	Something really nice that's happened in this particular class is I feel like we have a sense of community, and people know each other's names and feel comfortable with one another. How does that ... Does it happen in all your classes? What do you think makes a difference?
Matt:	13:23	I think just how, like group effort and group projects and not being paired up with the same people and constantly meeting your classmates. I know people tend to sit in the same spots every time, but I think it helps when we do group efforts and when we have to move to the rest of the class. And especially in the beginning, where you don't really know anybody, you start building a relationship. You start understanding people's names.
Speaker 9:	13:48	But I think it's incumbent upon the professors to encourage that. I think without your encouragement, for us to get to know everybody and move around in different groups, we probably wouldn't. But it's-
Everyone:	13:59	Like sit in the back...
Speaker 9:	14:00	Yeah, you'd sit in the back-
Kenny:	14:00	Yeah, I wouldn't talk to any of you people.
Speaker 9:	14:01	... and just kind of keep to yourself. But I think with professors encouraging us to get into small groups or learn everybody's name, be supportive of one another, it's a big help.
Liesel Reinhart:	14:13	 It's hard because you don't get to be in clubs and activities if you're primarily coming to class at night. A lot of our extracurriculars, everything is really geared toward day students. So, as a teacher, I sometimes think, "Gosh. How can I create some of that dynamic of college experience where you get to know people?" I know many of the most important relationships I made in my life I made during college, and I wonder if we create space for that always for our students to make friendships and relationships of any kind, when they're in classes. Is that an important part of life for you? Or do you really feel like you are mostly checking off boxes?
Kenny:	14:52	Sure college is college, like you've got to get the work done, but having connections, that's what builds life. It makes life worth living because one person by yourself is not really living. It's just existing. People ... Bring some connections, expands your world, you know?
Liesel Reinhart:	15:14	Well put. Well put. Is there anything anyone else would like to share while we have the ear of teachers out there? Okay.
Female:	15:14	Last semester.
Liesel Reinhart:	15:21	Hold on, hold on, hold on.
Female:	15:23	Last semester, my math teacher absolutely loved to give all assignments on the weekend, assuming that all our classmates had free time on the weekend. I work every weekend, and it made it really hard to do the homework — get it on Thursday, due back on Tuesday. But my day's off for Tuesday, Wednesday, so it made it hard for me because everybody's like, "Oh yeah. You got the whole weekend." I'm like, "No, I don't."
Richard:	15:49	I'm taking an accounting class, and that professor has all the assignments due June 13th, which is like the end of the semester, and it gave me that flexibility I needed to get all these assignments done. I'm like getting an A in that class and everything's done, because there's some weekend's because I do my homework on the weekends. And yeah, if something happens, if there's like a birthday party and I can't sit down to get my homework done, then I'll be missing an assignment. But having that flexibility, I can make it up the following week.
Liesel Reinhart:	16:17	That's a really good note. I could take that note. Yeah, well I want to thank you all so much for your time. I think this will be a really interesting episode. I hope everybody enjoys it. I just want to take a second to really just say, on behalf of the faculty of the college, we do talk about you a lot. We talk a lot in meetings about students and all the commitments that they have. Sometimes, I wonder if we need to tell you more. I think how much we do admire students who come and take classes while they're also trying to do other crazy things, like go to other colleges, or raise other people's children, or work two jobs or find work, or do a couple classes at a time and try and balance their lives, or even just try and balance real life and friendships and hobbies and everything else that goes into it.
Liesel Reinhart:	17:09	We really admire what you do and many of your faculty did not go to school under those circumstances. We didn't. We had the opportunity to be a full-time student and to have a very different experience. And so, it's good to get a reminder now and then that not everybody has the same advantages and opportunities to spend as much time on colleges as we would like. Would all of you spend more time on school if you had it? Would you like to?
Female:	17:37	Yeah.
Female:	17:37	Definitely.
Kenny:	17:38	It's debatable.
Liesel Reinhart:	17:39	Debatable. Okay, everybody but Kenny agrees.
Female:	17:41	As long as there's nap time.
Liesel Reinhart:	17:42	They wish they could set aside more time. Well thank you all for this very valuable time.
Liesel Reinhart:	17:52	Hey everyone, just a quick coda. I wanted to share that there are some terrific evening and weekend support services for students that took me a little while to figure out. Their hours are all subject to change, so I strongly encourage you to check the website. But as of the time this podcast was recorded, we actually have evening and weekend hours at the Learning Assistance Resource Center at the Writing Center, and notably, at the library, where in addition to their Saturday hours, they've been open on Sunday nights, this semester, in the spring of 2018, from 1:00 to 9:30. I hear it's a rollicking place to be on a Sunday night, just like my student, Sue, said.
Liesel Reinhart:	18:35	That's when a lot of students like to do their homework and get caught up. And now, they can actually go to the library and have face-to-face support with a librarian. That's all for this week. Shout-out to all my colleagues who teach with me on evenings and weekends. We all know the one great secret about this teaching schedule, aside from the amazing students of course, and that is great parking. 
Liesel Reinhart:	19:00	Hey, thanks so much for joining us for the Magic Mountie podcast. We love your likes, we love your shares, and we love your comments. So please, engage with our community download from wherever you love to get your podcasts — iTunes, Google, Rate My Professor. We're there and we want you to be back with us next week. Remember, any opinions that are expressed in this podcast do not necessarily represent Mount San Antonio College or any of its agents. We'll see you next time.

